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Summary 

1. Liver transplantation can still be done at this hospital. There is no liver source. 

The liver sources used to be from prisoners. 

2. “There are (donated organs), but rarely. No one donates. Nowadays who would be 

donating their organs?” 

3. “(To get liver sources,) it depends on whether you have money or not.” 

 

Phone Investigation Recording 

Investigator: Hello! Are you (Doctor: Hello?) Is that the hepatobiliary surgery 

department? 

Doctor: Yes. 

Investigator: Um, I am from Hohhot. I want to ask, at your Inner Mongolia Baotou Steel 

Hospital, do you still do liver transplantation here? 

Doctor: Yes, we still do liver transplantation. 

Investigator: Do you do more this year, liver transplantation? 

Doctor: Not many cases. 

Investigator: Not many. Are there a large amount (of surgeries) completed this year? Like 

how many are you able to complete in one year? 

Doctor: Maybe several cases each year. 

Investigator: Are there more than 20 cases? 

Doctor: We can just do several cases. How can there be so many, more than 20 cases? 

Investigator: Ok, so you said just a few cases. 

Doctor: Yes. 

Investigator: So you just did less than ten cases? 

Doctor: In the entire world, there are just a few. Not ten, there are not even ten cases. 

Investigator: What is the reason? Before… 

Doctor: No liver sources. Now, we are not allowed to take livers from (executed) 

prisoners, don’t you know? So there is no liver source. 

Investigator: Well, no liver source. Um, now, are there organ donations? 



Doctor: Yes, there are, but rarely. No one donates. Nowadays who would be donating 

their organs? 

Investigator: So you mean that the liver sources are not distributed by the country? So the 

liver sources are local. 

Doctor: It depends on whether you have money or not. 

Investigator: Ah? What did you say? 

Doctor: Alas! I said no, no liver source. 

Investigator: So what should we do? Is there no way? Before… 

Doctor: I don’t have a solution. 

Investigator: Can the previous liver sources still be used? Or they’re allowed? 

Doctor: The liver resources used to be from (executed) prisoners before. This is not 

allowed now. 

Investigator: It is not allowed. If it is allowed, that would be from a healthy body, right? 

Doctor: Yes, correct, correct. 

Investigator: And the quality is good. 

Doctor: Okay, yes, yes. Um, yes. 

(The doctor hung up.) 

 


